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Sexual relations between men is one of the most serious taboo subjects in the Torah and the Old 
Testament; violation of this taboo is punishable by death. Consequently, the love that two Jewish 
boys, Zissel and Azriel, feel for each other has no right to exist. In an act of desperation they run 
away from their hometown of Frampol to Lublin, where they live as man and wife. But the 
couple is unable to handle the conflict between sexual preference and faith. Dressed as a woman, 
Zissel can’t study at the Beth Midrash, while Azriel ultimately decides on a traditional 
relationship with a woman. The relationship between the two teenage boys becomes increasingly 
difficult, and their love – impossible.
“During the rehearsal process we had to enter two worlds. The first was the Orthodox Jewish 
community of 1850, characterized by traditions, profound faith and communal life, but also by 
severe principles and constant supervision. The second was the world of Isaac Bashevis Singer – 
chaotic, anxious, internally contradictory. We also had to find a theatrical language that would 
allow us to shift fluently between the real and the supernatural world.

The Yoram Loewenstein Performing Arts Studio in Tel Aviv, founded in 1988, is one of Israel’s 
leading acting schools. It is located in the city’s most neglected district. It offers professional 
acting studies that involve cooperation with the local community. In preparing for careers in 
acting, students lead sixteen theatre groups that focus on such social groups as: the children of 
impoverished immigrants, young people with emotional problems requiring special care, the 
blind and legally blind and the elderly.
The Studio has participated in numerous projects and festivals organized with theatres and theatre 
schools throughout the world, including Piccolo Teatro di Milano, Ilhom Theatre in Tashkent, 
Folkwang University of the Arts in Essen, the Paolo Grassi Theatre School in Milan (Miracle, 
based on de Sici’s film Miracle in Milan, 2010). A stage adaptation of Monks’ radio play Lying 
Undiscovered was presented at the international Istropolitana Festival in 2010. The Studio 
presented Dona Flor e Seus Dois Maridos, based on the novel by Amado, at the Festival 
Internacional de Teatro Universitário in Blumenau, Brazil in 2012.


