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For mature audiences only

Shopping and Fucking (1995) was Mark Ravenhill’s first play in the then-incipient brutalist vein. 
The Polish premiere, translated and directed by Paweł Łysak (Warsaw Theatre Society, 1999) 
caused an uproar.
Ravenhill presents a portrait of a contemporary world in which all is disposable, moral values 
have been replaced by the desire for ownership and everything, including sex, violence and 
drugs, has been reduced to a run-of-the-mill transaction. The characters drift aimlessly through an 
ocean of consumption and their actions are motivated by feelings of disorientation, loneliness and 
insatiability that not even extreme sensations can allay.
The brutality presented onstage contrasts with the need for love, tenderness and acceptance – a 
need that is clearly articulated by the young characters in Shopping and Fucking. In the words of 
Grzegorz Wiśniewski, the play’s director, Ravenhill’s play is “a howl for love”.
Shopping and fucking was a competition entry in the 31st  edition of the Festival of Theatre 
Schools in Lodz, where it won numerous acting awards.

The Leon Schiller National Film, Television and Theatre School was founded in 1948 in 
Lodz, home of Poland’s first film production center. The School trained famous directors 
connected with the legendary “Polish Film School” movement, including Andrzej Wajda, 
Krzysztof Kieślowski, Roman Polański. The School currently consists of four departments: the 
Film and Television Directing Department, the Cinematography and Television Production 
Department, the Film Production and Management Department and the Acting Department. It 
offers students cutting-edge filmmaking equipment, production halls and computer labs. Keeping 
the pace with developments in technology and the media market, the School also offers new 
specializations, such as film production, editing, screenwriting, photography, digital media and 
TV journalism. The School participates in major film festivals throughout the world. Films made 
by students at the School have been shown in Cannes, Milan, New York, Oberhausen, 
Mannheim, Poitiers and elsewhere.


