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cast: Anastasiia Chekha, Olga Izak, Anna Khorunzheva, Anastasia Khydyrova, Niele Meilute, 
Anna Petrosyan, Polina Tepliakova, Liubov Virolainen, Gennadii Blinov, Aleksei Frolov, 
Mikhail Kargapoltcev, Evgeny Kykhalov, Mikhail Nikolaev, Maksim Ponomarev, Evgeny 
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The Magician is a show based on Daniil Kharms' novel An Old Woman. It is also a play about 
Kharms himself, one of the leading representatives of the Russian avant-garde. This 
extraordinary Russian literary figure, a colorful mark on the gray map of Soviet reality, remains 
an enigma to this day. The Magician attempts to show the human side of a poet who was known 
primarily as an eccentric and provocateur. At the same time, the show’s creators raise questions 
about the pain and suffering endured by a human-artist struggling to survive in a hostile 
environment inimical to creativity.

The Saint Petersburg State Theatre Arts Academy was founded in 1779 and is the largest 
institution of its kind in Russia devoted to educating specialists in all areas of contemporary 
theatre: acting and directing, theatre studies, production, set design and puppet theatre.
In the course of its over two-hundred year history, the Academy has evolved from the realist 
tradition of the Royal School of Balet to the Vsevolod Meyerhold Studio. Today, its actor 
training program is based primarily on the Stanislawski System, especially on its physical action 
method and action analysis method. The course also includes Meyerhold’s biomechanics. While 
remaining truly respectful of the classical school – a characteristic feature of Saint Petersburg’s 
cultural landscape in general – the Academy manages to connect that tradition with contemporary 
innovations based on the most significant achievements in 20th century Russian theatre. At the 
same time the school stays abreast of both the latest trends and the requirements of today’s 
theatre. It has participated successfully in international theatre festivals in Warsaw, Bialystok, 
Gdansk (Poland), Bremen (Germany), Tallinn (Estonia), Belgrade (Serbie), Brno (Czech 
Republic), Shanghai (China) and elsewhere.


