
Anton Chekhov
The Seagull

director: Monika Tatarková
set designer: Jaroslav Daubrava, Miroslav Daubrava
choreographer: Toma'š Tomkuljak
opening date: 4.04.2012
running time: 100 min.

cast: Mateja Ištokovičová, Linda Kiššová, Gabriela Očkajová, Anna Zemaníková, Jozef Pavol 
Komiňák, Jozef Kubánek, Vojtech Paumer

Chekhov characterized his art as a “text on five impulses of love and nothing more.” Due to the 
complicated emotional relations between the characters, The Seagull can’t really be viewed as a 
classical love story playing out in an artistic bohemia. However, the show’s creators declare: “We 
remember the main thought behind Czekhov’s drama, we agree that love is the strongest impulse 
in his work – just like in real life. But for us The Seagull is also a play about art, in which each of 
us searches for meaning in our own lives. This meaning can be found just as well in having a 
family or in being a doctor or an astronaut. However, the most important thing is to find it in our 
own experience. To transcend ourselves and fill our own existence with this meaning – that takes 
great courage. The Seagull is a drama about our (in)ability to transcend ourselves.”

The Academy of Arts in Banská Bystrica was founded in 1997 and is one of two art schools in 
Slovakia that provide theoretical and practical education in the fields of music, theatre and fine 
arts. It is organized into three departments: the Department of Fine Arts, the Department of Music 
and – established in 1999 to replace the Department of Acting and Directing – the Theatre 
Department. Students can choose between four specializations offering undergraduate- and 
graduate-level training: acting, theatre directing, dramaturgy and theatre studies, film directing, 
screenwriting and documentary film programs. Since 2010 the school has also offered doctoral 
programs as part of the directing, dramaturgy and theatre studies specialization and the acting 
specialization.  In the same year, construction of the school’s film studio was completed. In 
recent years the school has initiated an international cooperation program, establishing contact 
with theatre schools in Croatia, the Czech Republic, Estonia, France, Poland, Serbia, Slovenia, 
the Ukraine and Italy.
The Academy of Arts in Banská Bystrica has been a guest at ITSelF twice before, in 2007 and 
2011.


