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Dementia Praecox No. 20 is based on Stanisław Ignacy Witkiewicz's play The Madman and the 
Nun. While preserving the essence of Witkacy’s text, this production places the protagonist in a 
new set of circumstances. The performance space is covered with transparent nylon, which winds 
like a straitjacket around the madman Mieczysław Walpurg. Anna is a former prostitute who is 
trying to become a nun, while Walpurg is a drug addict who is visiting her apartment. Anna’s job, 
her final trial before being accepted by the order, is to take care of the addict.
In the words of the director: “Witkacy’s play leaves open many interpretative possibilities; it is 
full of secrets and oddities, yet its characters are alive and real; one can run into them on every 
corner. This is why I felt it was so important to have them more closely resemble contemporary 
personalities.”

The University of Arts of Cuba was founded in Havana in 1976 by the Cuban government of 
Fidel Castro and Ernesto Che Guevara as a complex of art schools. Its main building is 
considered one of the most outstanding architectural achievements of the Cuban Revolution. In 
2003 it was added to the UNESCO world heritage list. Over the years the University has played a 
crucial role in educating artists, musicians, playwrights, actors and dancers. It currently has five 
departments: Theatre, Music, Fine Arts, Modern Dance and Audiovisual Communication. It 
offers undergraduate and MFA programs, as well as a broad spectrum of intensive and advanced 
courses, including doctoral studies in the arts for Cuban and foreign educators.


