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During a seminar on Melancholy, or the Art of Missing, students at LUCA were introduced to the life 
and work of Tadeusz Kantor. Their fascination with the idea of The Theatre of Death led to a trip to 
Cricoteka in Cracow and a theatre workshop led by Teresa and Andrzej Wełmiński. The result was a 
production entitled Ashes, which was dedicated to the memory of the First World War in Leuven. Led 
by director Johan Knuts, the group has built on this experience in its latest production, which 
combines several of Kantor’s methods with improvisations and games that hearken back to the 
surrealists. Performed almost entirely without dialogue, Circum Mortis (Sic!) is an original, highly 
formal show whose main elements are the presence of death, the reconstruction of memory, and 
the attempt to face what has been rejected. 
 
The LUCA School of Arts in Leuven is the only school in Flanders of a purely artistic character. Its 
origins can be traced to 1995, when eight Belgian schools combined to form the College of Arts and 
Sciences (WENK). In 2011, it was joined by Sint-Lukas of Brussels, which assumed leadership of the 
school and in 2012 it received its current name. The school’s administration and some of its 
departments are based in Brussels, and its main branches are located in Ghent and Leuven. LUCA 
offers training at the bachelor’s and master’s level for eight majors: product design, visual arts, 
photography, interior design, audiovisual arts, drama, music and architecture; it also offers doctoral 
and post-graduate training and pedagogical courses. Training in the drama department at the 
undergraduate level is based on textual work and practical training in the broad sense, and covers a 
range of acting techniques. The program is supplemented by theatre and music courses, as well as 
theoretical subjects such as the fundamentals of communication theory. The master’s program 
largely consists of work on independent projects created by the students themselves – from 
conception, research and rehearsals, to cooperation with the stage designer, playwright and 
composer, to public productions that serve as part of their thesis defense. 
 
 
directing: Johan Knuts 

dramaturgy: Johan de Boose 

scenography: Barbara Vandendriessche 

choreography: Luc Devreese 

cast: Laurian Callebaut, Heleen Desmet, Emma De Saedeleir, Amber Janssens, Anke Jochems, Tine 

Roggeman, Matthias Van de Brul, Lynn Van den Broeck, Sander Van den Broeck, Janna Van 

Mingeroet, Charlotte Verlinden, Maxime Waladi, Charlotte Wellens 

 


